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WORD FORM ERRORS____________________________________________ 
 
What is a word form error? 
• A word form error occurs when a writer uses the wrong part of speech.  In English, a word 

can have several forms, depending on whether it is being used as a noun, verb, adjective, or 
adverb. 

o Ex. I am interesting in physics 
 The past participle interested should replace interesting, the present participle 

 
 Why is it important to be able to identify word form errors? 
• Word form errors are very obvious to the reader and papers with these errors will appear 

flawed. 
 
How can I identify and correct word form errors? 
• Use a dictionary to look up the word and its forms.  
• Use textbooks, magazines, or general literature to practice identifying nouns, verbs, 

adjectives, and adverbs. 
• Understand the grammar of some common endings. However, know that these are guidelines 

and do not apply in all cases. 
 
Noun suffixes -ment -ness -tion -ity -ence -ism -ist -ship  
Verb suffixes -ate -en -ify -ize      
Adjective suffixes -ous -ful -less -ive -able -ent -ic -al -y 
Adverb suffix -ly         
 
Practice Sentences. Read the sentences below, cross out the word form error, and write in the 
correct form. If the sentence is correct, put a check ( ) next to the sentence.  
 
Ex. When she received a full scholarship to the university, she was so happiness. 
               happy 
 

1. At the beginning of the year, she was really enthusiastically about eating in the canteen. 
 
 
2. The dirty bathroom was very unsanitized and no one wanted to use it.  

 
 
3. The dangerous tiger ran through the village. 
 
 
4. Shari was addictive to candy; she ate it every single day!  

 
 
 
Information taken from “Writing Clearly: An Editing Guide” by Janet Lane and Ellen Lange 
 


